Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 299 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.135; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.3.
The C O group in the title compound, C 13 H 9 ClO 2 , is syn to the chloro group. The two aromatic rings are twisted by 56.88 (6) . Adjacent molecules are linked via weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding into a linear chain.
Related literature
For previous studies, see : Gowda et al. (2007a,b,c) ; Nayak & Gowda (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) x À 1; y; z.
Data collection: CAD-4-PC (Enraf-Nonius, 1996); cell refinement: CAD-4-PC; data reduction: REDU4 (Stoe & Cie, 1987); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Comment
As part of a study of the substituent effects on the structures of aryl benzoates (Gowda et al., 2007a, b, c) , in the present work, the structure of 3-chlorophenyl benzoate (3CPBA) has been determined. The conformation of the C=O bond in 3CPBA is syn to the meta-chloro group in the phenolic benzene ring (Fig. 1) , in contrast to the anti conformations of the C=O bond and the meta-methyl group in 3-methylphenyl benzoate (3MePBA) (Gowda et al., 2007a) . The bond parameters in 3CPBA are similar to those of 3MePBA (Gowda et al., 2007a) , 2,3-dichlorophenyl benzoate (23DCPBA) (Gowda et al., 2007c) , 3,4-dichlorophenyl benzoate(34DCPBA) (Gowda et al., 2007b) and other aryl benzoates (Gowda et al., 2007a, b, c) . The dihedral angle between the benzene and benzoyl rings in 3CPBA is 56.88 (6) 
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the method of Nayak & Gowda (2008) . The purity of the compound was checked by determining its melting point. It was characterized by recording its infrared and NMR spectra (Nayak & Gowda, 2008) . The single crystals used in X-ray diffraction studies were obtained by the slow evaporation of an ethanolic solution of the title compound at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were included in the riding-model approximation with C-H = 0.93 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2xU eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom labeling scheme. The displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. The H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
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